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FOREWORD

Joel L. Lebowitz*

Departments of Mathematics and Physics
Rutgers University
New Brunswick, New Jersey 08903

1

The Fourth International Conference on Collective Phenomena took place, like the
preceding ones, not in a well-appointed academic lecture hall but in a cramped living
room in a Moscow apartment under the discomforting surveillance of the KGB. Yet
the room, indeed, the whole apartment, was full to overflowing with both local and
foreign scientists, and the papers presented, as can be seen in this volume, were of high
quality and interest.’ -

Why should scientists with comfortable positions in Western universities travel to
Moscow to attend an nnauthorized conference in a crowded apartment? The answer to
this question raises another, broader, issue, for, simply by their presence there, all who
attended the conference were expressing their involvement with the cause of human
rights and dignity. What does science have to do with human rights? Do scientists
have a special duty to human rights?

Yes, for science is a humanistic enterprise—that is, it is, above all, a distinctly
human adventure. The fact that our minds can actually comprehend something about
the structure and nature of the universe is not something to be taken for granted—it is’
cause for great surprise, great excitement, and even greater awe. Given their vision
and understanding of the universe, scientists are, or should be, particularly aware of
the preciousness, uniqueness, and inherent dignity of human beings. Intellectual
honesty and respect for truth should also make us recognize the indivisibility of this
human dignity. Denying this dignity to anyone, in any country, diminishes all of us, in
every country.

As scientists, we also realize how precarious human existence and human
civilization are. The only long-term safeguard of our civilization, our values, and our
lives is a completely peaceful world. Such a world is possible only if human rights and
human dignity become a permanent and universally respected part of society.

It is, then, for these very selfish, very practical reasons that scientists, as
intellectual leaders, should be concerned with human rights, both here and abroad.
And it is particularly appropriate for us to start with the human rights of our scientific
colleagues, which are cruelly violated in many parts of the world today. During the
past few years, the New York Academy of Sciences has been deeply involved with this
problem—mainly, though not exclusively, with regard to scientists in the Soviet
Union.

Why single out the Soviet Union? Indeed, the Soviet Union is not the worst
offender in this respect at present. One of our so-called friendly neighbors, such as
Argentina, Chile, or Uruguay, probably bears that ignoble distinction. However, the
Soviet Union is a country of especial concern to us because it has, like us, the
capability to destroy the world. Also, the achievements of Soviet scientists are, in

*Chairman, Human Rights Commiltee of the New York Academy of Sciences.
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many areas, equal to or superior to our own. It is, therefore, a country that we
“would, for purely pragmatic reasons, very much like to see pursuing a peaceful course,
This requires, as I have said, that it respect the dignity and rights of all people.

This is not the case at the present time. All the local participants in the fourth of
these conferences had applied for and been refused permission to emigrate to Israel
(thus, “refusniks”). They had consequently lost their jobs or been demoted and, in all
cases, had been shut out completely from the scientific life of the Soviet Union. Other
“dissident” scientists—those who had spoken out for human rights—were unable tg
attend this meeting because they were in labor camps (Orlov, Shcharansky, Kovalev,
etc.) or in exile (Sakharov).

These conferences are an extension of the Moscow Sunday Seminars begun in
1972 by a group of refusnik scientists so that they could keep up their professional
work despite their exclusion from all official scientific activities. The Seminar soon
gained a reputation for its high standards and for the devotion of its participants to
science. It has taken place in the Brailovskys® living room since 1977 and has been
visited by scores of Western scientists.

The Seminar’s first attempt to organize an international conference in 1974 was
foiled by the Soviet authorities—the organizers of the conference were arrested and
held for fifteen days. Meetings did take place in 1977, 1978, and 1980, though under
the surveillance of the authorities, with some intimidation of the local participants.

Unfortunately, the situation has worsened since the April 1980 conference. Viktor
Brailovsky, the organizer and conference chairman, was arrested in November of that

year and subsequently convicted of “defaming the Soviet Union.” He was sentenced to ..

five years of exile. The charges against him were based on his role in the publication of
a short-lived unofficial magazine Jews in the USSR. The seminar itself, being “legal”
by Soviet law, was not officially cited against him. There are, however, strong reasons
to believe that the Seminar was, indeed, a cause of Dr. Brailovsky’s problems. The
Seminar has since been forcibly prevented from taking place on many occasions and
its future is uncertain. There have also been other arrests of many dissident and some
refusnik scientists. :

Given this bleak situation, what can scientists do to effect changes for the better?
This is a difficult question, to which I can only give partial and personal answers. First
and foremost, it is very important that we not remain silent in the face of the
continuing mistreatment of our colleagues—no matter how repetitious our protests
appear to be. I believe that the Soviet authorities care about their image in the outside
world and scientists are an influential group in the West and in some third world
countries. What scientists think about the Soviet Union can affect arms agreements,
technology transfers, and other matters that £0 beyond purely scientific exchanges. We
should, therefore, persist in making our concern known to the Soviets in all kinds of
ways: by protest actions and by keeping in touch with dissident and refusnik
scientists.

These scientists greatly value contacts with their Western colleagues. They wish to
have correspondence with and visits from us. We must not fail them. If you wish more
information on how you can help scientists in trouble, in the USSR and elsewhere,
please contact me or Mrs. Dorothy Hirsch, Committee of Concerned Scientists, 9 East
Fortieth Street, New York, New York 10016.
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