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Bulletin number 135 - June 2025
The Annual Memorial in Yad Vashem
The Annual Memorial in New York
Haberman Menachem in the Knesset (Orlova)
Born in the Carpatorus: Mel Mermelstein (Oroszvég)
Ours: Lebowitz Joel (Tyachiv)
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1. The Annual Memorial at Yad Vashem
On Sunday, 20 lyar, 18.5.2025, we gathered for the annual memorial ceremony in memory of our
family members, who were brutally murdered in the Holocaust, with great suffering and agony 80
years ago.
In the first part, a guided tour of the museum was held, in 6 groups, emphasizing the human spirit
during the Holocaust and preserving the human image and values of the community. The feedback
from the members was that the guidance was important and grate.
The second part was held in the "Yizkor” tent and was led, for the first time, by our representative,
Zeev Milbauer, the outgoing chairman of the organization. Mr. Mordechai Reizman, a Holocaust
survivor from Hush, born in 1933, was honored with the lighting of the Eternal Flame, together
with his sons, Ofer and Joel. Mordechai was in the Szeged ghetto in Hungary and in the Strasshof
and Neuhof camps in Austria; He was liberated in Theresienstadt on May 6, 1945, at the age of
12. From a family of parents and six children, only Mordechai and his two sisters survived.
Mordechai immigrated to Israel in 1946 and established his family in Israel. He and his wife, the
late Pnina, have 4 children, 12 grandchildren and 4 great-grandchildren.
Michael Indik read a chapter of Psalms, Mordechai read the ”Kaddish” prayer, and Rabbi
Mordechai Engelman, a member of our third generation, read the "God Full of Mercy” prayer.
Yakov Hershkowitz, the father of the "Iron Swords” fallen soldier, Yosef-Haim, principal of the
"Pelch Banim” school in Jerusalem, led the prayer for the peace of the soldiers, the hostages and
the wounded, and was honored with the recitation of Kaddish in memory of his son.
The third part was held in the Safra Auditorium. Sandwiches and pastries were prepared, and soft
and hot drinks were served; For the first time, a Mincha prayer was held in the compound. The
host of the event was agaln Zeev Mllbauer
o ' We honored Zeev Milbauer, the outgoing chairman, with
the title "Dear Community Member” and the volunteer
members presented him Chanukya.

Holocaust
survivor,
Mordechai
Reizman with
his two sons:
Yoel (right)
and Ofer (left)




Prayer to God Full of Mercy

Michael lndlk Psalms

From right: Zeev Milbauer,

Mordechai Reizman — “Kaddish”,

Ruthi Fixler, Michael Indlk, Yoel Reizman,
Rabbi Mordechai Engelman

“Yizkor” tent — the crowd around

Yakov Hershkowitz — Prayer for the peace of
the soldiers, the hostages and the wounded
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Zeev Milbauer, Outgoing Chairman —
Community Beloved

p==— Tour at the Yad Vashem Museum

Dr. Limor Regev gave a volunteer
lecture on her wonderful book “The
Boy from Block 66” — about the
rescue of Moshe Kessler, born in
Beregszasz,

who was rescued by Anton Kalina,
Righteous Among the Nations, who
saved 904 children in the children’s
block in Buchenwald.

*See an article on the subject in
Bulletin 130, January 2025, on the
carpati.org.il website

The book "The Boy from Block
66” in English is available for
purchase on Amazon.

Esther Shachar ub our

third-generation member, sings in
Hebrew and Yiddish
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*See an article about Esther in Bulletin 132,
March 2025, on the carpati.org.il website



Many thanks to all the many
participants who came to the
ceremony; We were especially happy
to see the third generation.

Many thanks to Inbal Dahan,
representative of ”Yad Vashem” for
organizing the ceremony.

And of course — thanks to all our
volunteers!

Anthem Hatikva



Statement by the organization’s chairwoman,
Ruthi Fixler

With great reverence and emotion, | stand before nniv a1l
you, Holocaust survivors and family members, future TIMYang "1
generations, to speak in memory of our communities 1 qwnnn T 90

and to honor the memory of the murdered. This is I b
our joint Yahrzeit ceremony, before Shavuot, when ol aozs e [ avm s

the Koret came upon our communities. | salute you,
all of the first generation, who had the strength to
rebuild a family, to rebuild your lives, to raise us the
second generation, with endless love and giving us,
our children, and some of you, the fortunate ones,
who have great-grandchildren and great-great-
grandchildren. Who would have believed this 80
years ago?

28 years ago, in freezing cold, several degrees below
zero, | stood for the first time at the gates of the = : -
Auschwitz-Birkenau extermination camp. Snow fell and the ground was covered in whlte | stood
in the tower, looking out at the trains entering the camp, and | imagined my grandmothers, my
mother, her 'six brothers and sisters, my paternal aunts, getting off the train and walking to the
platform, where the exterminator, Dr. Mengele, was conducting the selection: who would live and
who would die. My mother and two of her sisters, along with my father’s three sisters, survived
and lived in the camp marked C Lager, Barrack 32. With intense excitement, | moved between the
lines to look for it, but all that remained was the marker stone for its location. The Barrack itself
was destroyed, but others like it remained. | entered one another and, in front of the wooden
benches, | imagined how they lay there in terrible crowding, with the cold penetrating their bones,
hunger consuming the last of their strength - and the uncertainty about the fate of their family
membell;s exhausting their souls. Tears flowed of their own accord, flooding my face and struggling
in my throat.

In that sad and desperate moment, | looked around me and my tearful eyes encountered my
students, who stood quiet and agitated, hugging each other, and the Israeli flag was proudly carried
by them. And I wanted to shout out loud, but my cry remained in my heart: So, this is it, damned
Nazis: The people of Israel are alive! Despite the fact that you have established more than 6,500
sites of persecution throughout Europe and North Africa, your mission has failed! We have a state,
a flag and an anthem - and we will no longer be dependent on the mercy of foreigners.

My generation, the second generation of Holocaust survivors, listened to the testimonies of broken
families, experienced the hardships of shadowy odds, heard cries from nightmares. The state was
established almost in front of our eyes. The Holocaust and resurrection are not history for me,
they are an everyday reality.

80 years have passed since the end of World War Il, but the command from the Haggadah “And
you shall tell your son on that day, saying: For this is what the Lord did to me when | came out of
Egypt” is what today obligates us all: to remember and not forget anything! The people and the
state are not taken for granted!

And as if nothing has changed, history repeats itself: the "anti-Semitic demon” is trying to raise its
head: hate journalism and literature continue to be published and penetrate the public mind, not
just extreme fringe groups. Social media is a fertile ground for boycotts in the fields of music,
sports, and academia.

At the annual conference of the European Jewish Organizations (E]JA) in Madrid, held on May 13,
2025, Manuel Valls, a minister in the French government and former prime minister, said: "Europe
has once again become a place where you can die just because you are Jewish. This is a war for
the soul of the continent.” At the end of the conference, a clear message was sent to European




governments: “Take responsibility for the security of Jews - or you will be blamed for the collapse
of democracy and the values that you boast about!” According to the report of the "Movement
to Combat Anti-Semitism”, in 2024 there was a jump of about 325% in anti-Semitic incidents.
Since the terrorist attack by Hamas terrorists on October 7, the wave has intensified: violence,
terrorism and hate crimes has swept the world; Diaspora Jews are under anti-Semitic attack,
including physical attacks, vandalism of Jewish symbols and institutions, harassment and slander in
public and online, rejection or exclusion from social events, and more.

Who would have believed that the generation of survivors would have to hear and experience the
horror of the massacre again?

Therefore, we have a duty to collect and document their stories and to refute the incomprehensible
arguments of Holocaust deniers. Holocaust denial emphasizes, in an absurd way, the importance of
memory. It is not too late to fill the pages of testimony of "Yad Vashem” so that the name of no
one of the victims will be lost to history.

But more than that: let us make every effort to document the lineage of our families. If there is no
documentation, made by the second generation, in cooperation with the following generations - it
will be thrown into the “trash can” of history and the memory of the families that perished will be
erased. As it is written in Psalms, chapter 88, verse 6: “That the next generation may know, children
will be born, they will arise and tell their children”.

| set out on this fascinating journey when I retired from running schools and could not imagine the
spiritual experience | experienced when | documented my parents, grandparents, uncles and aunts.
The truth is that | woke up late, when there was almost no one left to ask, but it is never too late
to start. There is a resources page on our website, and you can consult me on how to get started.
Only the beginning is, perhaps, the hardest part. Children and grandchildren are better than us at
finding information, and recruiting them for this task is the need of the hour. It is our duty to
document, in words and pictures, our family history.

We are in the stages of the organization is quite advanced in presenting an Internet infrastructure,
in which you can integrate information about family members. We have contacted the "Kugel”
High School in Holon, and the software company ”Idea”, in which we have a dear friend, Yankol
Shaked, and together with Orit Margaliot, the project manager, who worked for many years in
guidance and pedagogy at "Yad Vashem” - we will establish this system, in which the students of
the "Kugel” High School will study the Holocaust through the history of Carpathian Jewry.

It is important for us to know that during the six years of war there were many manifestations of
human heroism; every day of survival, sometimes through trickery, was a triumph of the spirit, was
supreme heroism. The heroism of the children who sneak out of the ghetto and get a loaf of bread,
the mothers who throw their children from a moving train, the parents who leave their children in
a monastery, the partisans in the forests, the Righteous Among the Nations, rural Gentiles who risk
their lives and the lives of their children and hide Jews in their homes, or in the haystack in the
yard, and many, many others. This will be the basis for this year's main lecture.

Haim Hefer, in his poem "Righteous Among the Nations” wrote:

In the midst of the terrible war - they are the ones who stood in battle day after day

And they are the righteous in Sodom, thanks to whom the world was not destroyed.

They, in the histories of the murdered, strangled, shot and dead people,

were the pillars of grace and mercy, on which the world stands.

And before them, before their heroism, which is still a mystery to us,

We, the Jews, bow our heads - in gratitude!

Statistics tell us that within a decade there will be no survivors left in our world. A March
publication, referring to January 2025 data, found that there are approximately 123,000 Holocaust
survivors living in Israel, with their average age being 87. In our community, according to the
information we have, approximately 120 survivors remaining alive, a few of whom have passed the



age of 100, others very close to it. We send them a letter in advance of International Holocaust
Remembrance Day and call twice a year to ask about their well-being.

And if we are talking about our activities, | will briefly list the events of the past year since the
previous memorial ceremony:

We went as a delegation to Auschwitz-Birkenau, an experience that left a deep mark on us;

We donated to the orphans of the Idan family from Kfar Aza, whose parents were murdered, the
children Michael and Amalia hid for hours in a closet, and the little sister, Abigail, was kidnapped
with her neighbors and returned after about fifty days; We continue to donate, with the help of
our community in the US, and assist the families of the reserve and bereaved families;

We held a meeting on Hanukkah with a Yiddish performance by Moti Giladi;

We organized the show "Dear Diary” in which Esther performed, whom you will hear later;

We met on Purim for a happy party; We laid a wreath on behalf of the association at the Holocaust
Remembrance and Heroism Day ceremony; Our website contains a wealth of information.

In 2024 we published 16 monthly newsletters in Hebrew and from May 2024 - the newsletters are
translated into English.

We must mention the loss of 8 martyrs from the ”Iron Swords” War, members of the third and
fourth generation: Aloni Eran, Bronstein Roman, Gilboa Aviv, Hershkowitz Yosef-Chaim, Lavie
Zvika, Friedman Amit, Tzadikevich Omer and Koplowitz Eitan. We will remember them with pain,
together with their families, and may we be worthy of their sacrifice!

And to distinguish: We will pray with all our hearts that all our abductees, living and dead, will
return home and that all the wounded will recover and return to their daily lives.

I would like to thank our active volunteers: Indik Michael, Berkowitz Gita, Gertler-Duani Yael,
Davidowitz Grisha, Davidowitz Haim, Hoffman Yaakov, Hershkowitz David, Weber Aryeh, Wiesel
Lisso, Moskowitz Moshe, Milbauer Zeev, Maltz Ephraim, Nimberger Alex, Kotono Yossi, Kleiman
Roza, Klein Yitzhak, Rob Yona, Sheinberger Israel and Shimoni Alex.

Mendy Reizmowitz and Roza Gross — who assist our organization.

Esti Cohen, a 3rd generation member, who joins the activists.

Toward the end of my remarks, | would like to say few more personal words. | am often asked:
Why are you Volunteer in our organization, you are a Tsabra, not from there... Why are you
volunteering in documenting communities and people?

So this is my answer: I, Ruthi Fixler, née Jaeger, daughter of Alexander 7™n, born in Kosovska
Polyana, a Holocaust survivor, who was recruited into the Forced labor companies; fell in a security
prisoner uprising in Shatta prison, in 1958, left behind my mother, Pnina, née Breban, born in
Kobylska Polyana, a Holocaust survivor, who was 14.5 years old when she experienced the horrors
of Auschwitz; she was not yet 29 years old, my brother, Zvika, not yet 11 years old, and | - were
left. Thanks to a heroic struggle, lasting 6 years, my mother created a legal precedent, according
to which the conditions of the guards were compared to the conditions of the soldiers and
policemen. These are my heroic parents, and this is my way of honoring them and of perpetuating
my father, in whose memory | documented 119 fighters, male and female, born in Carpatorus, who
fell in the War of Independence and on the way to the establishment of the state.

In their memory, | have been lighting a candle for the past 5 years on the "Yizkor” website.

[The approximately 600-page file is available on our website].

| cannot forget where my parents were born and raised, on what land they walked, what air they
breathed, the taste of the water they drank - and what the landscape of their childhood was like.
Therefore, even though | was blessed to be born in Israel, my roots are planted deep in the land
of Carpatorus; my husband, Yehuda, the assistant of me, was also born in Transcarpathia; our
mothers were in the same barrack in Auschwitz... This is my duty - this is my mission!



| will read a poem | wrote in memory of my father, which tells the story of the Holocaust, rebirth,
and personal loss, which, to my great regret, since the outbreak of the war, has been the legacy of
so many families.

This is a song of longing for a father

by a four-year-old girl, who remembers, most of all,

the knock at the door.

They arrived in uniform, shoving the children.

They arrived in the morning, with their message.

and only the cry of my mother,

that pierced the silence, testified,

that life before the arrival of the messengers wearing uniform.

would never be like the familiar life.

At first, | was still waiting for his return,

| watched for him from the window.

| longed for his smile, | asked about my father.

Behind the armchair in the living room, I searched,

believing that the game was "hide and seek”,

but it was a mirage.

Many memories of love were not left,

missing experiences were burned into consciousness.

He was absent on birthdays, did not accompany me to the first class,

was absent from the bat mitzvah, was not my bride’s escort.

He did not enjoy the birth of grandchildren,

and they are named after him out of necessity.

He only left behind clothes, he sewed with dedication,

the same sadness and loneliness of orphans.

And how symbolic is this, that he fell in the month of Av! [in Hebrew AV = Father/ABA]

Most of all, | remember that knock at the door.

That divided my childhood between before and after,

and your life, father, before you were thirty-

In war-torn Europe, you experienced fire,

an illegal immigrant ship, fighting and deportation

and from Cyprus you arrived again.

You enlisted in a war for liberation and independence,

for a state for all the diasporas.

With humility and diligence, with a graceful gait,

the house was built from pieces.

He would have rejoiced every step, which kept life away from sorrow.
There was a feeling that from the ashes rose up our people,
and the loss - remained only there.

But on a dark night everything changed:

We joined the bereaved family. They say you can’t choose your family,

We would certainly give up on this one.

And | just wanted to know what were your last words, before you were killed.
And so, | will turn to G-d: G-d full of mercy,

Make it so that the messengers

don’t knock at any door forever!

This is the request of the four-year-old,

who misses her father so much...



When the siren wails, the entire mass of consciousness turns into memory. Memory creates a void
in time, which we must fill by standing still - and in silence. In the face of the black hole in our
shared memory - there is no more appropriate response! The will, rising from the crematoriums,
is: "And | will pass over you and see you wallowing in your blood and say to you, by your blood,
live”t We are a strong people, who have known suffering, whose strength lies only in unity, but
forever a witness: Am Israel Khay!

From the participants:

" was happy to be at the Carpatorus Gathering last Sunday. | wanted to thank you and the amazing
team of people, who donate their private time to make the event relatively easy for all participant
Emil]”

"Thank you very much to you and the partners for organizing it; it was a very moving day, | felt
part of a community, belonging to the roots, to the history of the people in general, and to my
family in particular. | met and got to know people who know me and my family and told me
nostalgic stories; | learned more about the Holocaust [Esti].

Webare updating the list of first-generation members who passed away in the past years on our
website.

Anyone who would like to add names is welcome to contact Ruthi Fixler with the following
information: full name, place of birth, place of residence in Israel’abroad and date of death
ruthfixler@walla.co.il or by phone 050-5643299 Ruthi Fixler

List of the Deceased — First Generation — Annual Memorial 2025 — May their memory be blessed!

No. | Last name First name place of birth Place of death
1 Abramovich Israel Drahovo Givatayim

2 Auslander Reni Uzhgorod Givatayim

3 Berger Avraham Strojne Los Angeles

4 Brandstein Nathanel Bushtino Haifa

5 Davidovich Ruth Nizhny Shark Haifa

6 Davidovich (Wiesel) Beilla Sukernitsa/Khust Holon

7 Engelman Malka Strojne/Svalyava Los Angeles

8 Engelman Mordechai Dusyna New York

9 Even (Mermelstein) Elizabeth Uzhgorod Ashdod

10 Gendelman Miriam Khust Natanya

11 Hayzler llona Beregovo Nes Ziona

12 Kestenbaum (ltzkowitz) Yaffa Takovo Natanya

13 Klein Ben Zion Munkach Ramat Hasharon
14 Klein Dina (Dora) Solochyn/Uzhgorod Kiryat Gat

15 Kopel Tova Uzhgorod Haifa



mailto:ruthfixler@walla.co.il

Place of death

No. | Last name First name place of birth

16 Kopolovich Barukh Krajnykovo Jerusalem
17 Kreisler Gorman Klavdia Khaya | Uzhgorod Petah Tikva
18 Leibowitz Yanka Velikiy Komyaty /Munkach | Hadera

19 | Markowitz Yehudit (Yolan) | Sailesh Hadera

20 Mermelstein Naftali Svalyava Ramat Gan
21 Mermelstein Suri Uzhgorod Ramla

22 Miller Leah (Yuli) Uzhgorod Kiryat Ono
23 | Nathanzon Sarah Rachov Bnei Brak
24 Schlesinger (Weiss) Esther Palad/Uzhgorod Jerusalem
25 Schwimer Emil Uzhgorod Tel Aviv
26 Sikowitz (Dr.) (Friedman) | Gita (Gisele) Khust Jerusalem
27 Spitz Yosef Sailesh Holon

28 Steinberg Feiga Lipshe Polyana Azor

29 Veinberg Khaya Luchky Tel Aviv
30 Weiss Jane Munkach Brooklyn
31 Weiss (Hoffman) Hentscha Khust New York
32 Weissberg Primat Frida Uzhgorod Givatayim/Tifrakh
33 Yaakobovich Ernst Sailesh Rehovot

34 Yosovich Menachem Horinchovo Kiryat Bialik
35 Yosipovich (Moskovich) | Sara Neresnytsa Rehovot

2. The Annual Memorial in New York

our friend, Alex Rovt.

Rovt. Mr.

light the first candle.

On the same day that we held the
ceremony at Yad Vashem, our friend,
Hanna Hoffman, held a memorial service
in New York, as she has done every year
in recent years — with the kind help of

One of the guests of honor at the
ceremony was Mr. Danny Danon, Israel’s
representative to the United Nations,
who was invited to the memorial by Alex
Danny Danon gave the
keynote address and was honored to




Lighting a fourth candle: Judy Pizm with her
daughter and son

/ ﬁm“

Lighting a second candle: Alex Rovt

Lighting a third candle:
Hanna Hoffman, with her spouse,
Laci, along with her children and
grandchildren, who contribute
greatly to the organization and
execution of the memorial.
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Lighting a fifth candle: George Mandler,
with his wife and his son



From right: Hannah Hoffman, Danny Danon, Alex Rovt, David Mandler, Mendy Spigel and Judy Pizem
Playing: Adam




3. Haberman Menachem in the Knesset (Orlova)

Our special friend, Mr. Menachem Haberman, represents us with great respect! The following is
from the invitation he received: "On Holocaust and Heroism Remembrance Day, Thursday, April
24, 2025, from 11:00 to 12:15, the state ceremony "lechol ish yesh shem” will be held in the Knesset
lounge - a public reading of the names of the victims of the Holocaust. The ceremony is taking place
for the 36th year, and this year it is under the sign: "From the Depths: The Pain of Liberation and
Growth. In the Sign of Eighty Years of the of Nazi’s Germany Surrender”.

During the ceremony, six
representatives will light
memorial candles in the
Six menorah in memory
of the six million Jews
murdered in the
Holocaust, and you are
one of the six lighters.

His grandchildren also
honored him at the
ceremony.

May you be strong and
healthy, Menachem:
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4. Mel Mermelstein (Oroszvég) . s
r i, 8
[near Munkacs] I '-} g\i w
. 4 I
Mel Mermelstein (September 25, e
1926 - January 28, 2022) was a
Holocaust survivor, the only
survivor of his family, which was
completely exterminated in
Auschwitz. Mermelstein sued the
Institute for Historical Review, and
won. Following his trial, a
precedent-setting ruling was made,
that the extermination of Jews in
the gas chambers at Auschwitz is a
fact that cannot be disputed in the
courts.

Buchenwald, 1945. According to reports,

Mel Mermelstein is seen on the top bed at the far right of the picture, with only the top of his head visible

Mermelstein was born in the town of Oroszvég [the Hungarian name of a town near Mukachevo,

Ukrainian: Pocsuroso in Russian: Pocserose; now part of the city].

In 1980, the Institute for Historical Review offered a 50,000$ prize to anyone who could prove
that Jews were gassed at Auschwitz. In response, Mermelstein wrote a letter to the editors of the
Los Angeles Times and the Jerusalem Post against the Institute. The Institute repeated its offer
to Mermelstein personally if he could prove his claims.

Mermelstein submitted a notarized statement in which he testified that he had seen his mother
and sisters being led to the gas chambers. The Institute for Historical Review refused to give him
the prize, claiming that his testimony was insufficient evidence. Through attorney John Cox,
Mermelstein sued the Institute in Los Angeles Superior Court for breach of contract, deception,
defamation, denial of known facts for unjust ends, and infliction of emotional distress. Both sides
asked the judges to issue a declaration. Mermelstein argued that the Institute’s demand for
"evidence” of the use of gas chambers was in itself offensive. The Institute, on the other hand,
argued that Mermelstein had indeed not proven the extermination of Jews by gas and therefore
did not have to pay him.

In 1981, Judge Thomas Johnson ruled in favor of Mermelstein, based on the fact that the fact of
the use of gas to exterminate Jews is judicial knowledge, which does not need to be proven in
court.

In 1985, Judge Robert Wonka ruled in favor of Mermelstein and ruled that the ”Institute for
Historical Review” must pay him 90,000$ and publish a public apology to him and all survivors.
In 1980, Holocaust denier Dietlieb Felderer published hate articles in a publication called "The
Jewish Information Bulletin.” One of the publications included an open letter to the residents of
Long Beach, where Mermelstein lives, in which he mocks him and calls him a racist.

The Arab-Palestinian Holocaust denier, Issa Nahle, as an advisor to the World Islamic Congress,
defended Dittlieb Felderer in Sweden, to no avail.



In 1981, Marmelstein sued Felderer. There he testified about his experiences as a prisoner in the
Auschwitz death camp. Psychiatrist Dr. Daniel Bornstein, who treated Mermelstein, testified at the
trial about his emotional state. After extensive and long-term treatment, Mermelstein’s condition
improved, and in 1973, Bornstein declared Mermelstein mentally healthy. After Felderer’s
publications began, there was a serious setback in his condition. The court ruled in favor of
Mermelstein, awarding him 5 million dollars in damages.

In 1986, the Institute sued Mermelstein for libel, but dropped the lawsuit two years later.
Mermelstein sued the Institute again in 1988 following an article in their magazine.

Mermelstein published a biography called By Bread Alone. In the book, he told about his legal
battle against the Institute.

The 1991 television movie "We Will Always Remember,” starring Leonard Simon Nimoy, tells the
story of Mermelstein and the lawsuit against the Institute.

Mel Marmelstein died in Long Beach, United States on January 28, 2022.

5. Ours: Prof. Lebowitz Joel — Tyachiv

I came across the name of Professor Joel Lebowitz by chance. | was
asked to photocopy information from "The Book of Maramuresh,”
about the city of Tyachiv, and this is what | read on page 268: "One
of the science researchers... was born in Taychiv, Yehuda Joel
Lebowitz. In his youth, he studied Torah at the Wisznitz Yeshiva”.
[I shortened the quote from the book about Prof. Leibowitz
because it is not at all accurate - this was due to an update by him
himself.]

When | searched Wikipedia, | found an entry for his name. From
there, it was a “short journey” to search for more information, find
his email address — and write about the excitement of getting to
know his scientific work and my desire to write an article about
him. | received the greeting with a cheerful countenance and
mutual excitement.

For the sake of full disclosure: the family of my father-in-law, Uri Fixler, may God bless him, lived
in Tyachiv before the war.

From English Wikipedia: “Joel Louis Lebowitz is a mathematical physicist, widely acknowledged for
his contributions to statistical physics, statistical mechanics, and many other fields of mathematics
and physics.

Lebowitz has published more than five hundred papers concerning statistical physics and science in
general and is one of the founders and editors of the Journal of Statistical Physics, a well-regarded
journal concerning scientific research in this area. He has been president of the New York Academy
of Sciences.

Lebowitz is the George William Hill Professor of Mathematics and Physics at Rutgers University.
He is also an active member of the human rights community and a long-term co-chair of the
Committee of Concerned Scientists.

Lebowitz was born in 1930 to a Jewish family in Taceva [Tyachiv], Czechoslovakia (now Ukraine).
During World War Il he was deported with his family to Auschwitz, where his father, his mother,
and his younger sister were killed in 1944 as a result of the Holocaust.



After being liberated from the camp, he moved to the United States by boat, and he studied in an
Orthodox Jewish school and Brooklyn College. He earned his PhD at Syracuse University in 1956
under the supervision of Peter G. Bergmann. He moved to the Stevens Institute of Technology in
1957 and to the Belfer Graduate School of Science of Yeshiva University in 1959. Finally, he got a
faculty position at Rutgers University in 1977, where he holds the George William Hill Professor
position. During his years at the Yeshiva University and Rutgers University, he has been in contact
with several scientists, and artists, like Fumio Yoshimura and Kate Millett. In 1975 he was the Editor
in Chief of the Journal of Statistical Physics - for more than 40 years.

In 1979 he was president of the New York Academy of Sciences. He has been one of the most
active supporters of dissident scientists in the former Soviet Union, especially refusenik scientists.
[For details of his scientific work — see Wikipedial.

Awards and honors

Lebowitz has been awarded several honors, such as the Boltzmann Medal (1992), the Nicholson
Medal (1994) awarded by the American Physical Society, the Delmer S. Fahrney Medal (1995), the
Henri Poincaré Prize (2000), the Volterra Award (2001), and the Heineman Prize for Mathematical
Physics (2021). His Heineman Prize citation reads: ”"For seminal contributions to nonequilibrium and
equilibrium statistical mechanics, in particular, studies of large deviations in nonequilibrium steady
states and rigorous analysis of Gibbs equilibrium ensembles.”

Among other recognitions, Lebowitz was awarded the Max Planck Medal in 2007 “for his important
contributions to the statistical physics of equilibrium and non-equilibrium systems, in particular his
contributions to the theory of phase transitions, the dynamics of infinite systems, and the stationary
non-equilibrium states” and “for his promoting of new directions of this field at its farthest front,
and for enthusiastically introducing several generations of scientists to the field.” In 2014 he received
the Grande Médaille of the French Academy of Sciences. In 2022, he was awarded the Dirac Medal
of the ICTP.

Lebowitz is a member of the United States National Academy of Sciences. In 1966, he became a
fellow of the American Physical Society and in 2012, he became a fellow of the American
Mathematical Society.

He received an honorary DS degree at Syracuse University’s 158th Commencement in 2012.

From examining the pages of evidence, it emerges that Joel's parents were named Zvi and Yeita,
née Katz; his sister was Freidi, born in 1931 [age 13] — all three perished in the Holocaust.

Joel’s father is also mentioned in the same place in the "The Book of Maramuresh”: "Ben-Zion Katz
[Yeita’s father] is a scholar and behaves in Hasidism ...Rabi Ben-Zion has three sons-in-law, scholars:
R. Zvi Lebowitz, R. Mordechai Lebowitz and R. Meir Deutsch”. Also, in the book "Ta’pu’ack”, from
the year that documents the births of Tyachiv, these details are recorded (p. 205): R. Zvi, Ben Ezra
and H. Sarah Reiza Leibowitz from Khust. He arrived in Teich around 1928 when he married H.
Yeita Katz. In Sivan 1944 he was deported to Birkenau, from where he was transferred to one of
the camps affiliated with Auschwitz. During the selection, which took place in the month of Tishrei
1944, he was returned to the killing field in Birkenau”.

The same source states (p. 201) about Joel: "After World War Il, he studied at the Wisznitz Yeshiva
in Groysvardain [in Hungarian: Nagyvarad, now Oradea] and then emigrated to the USA. There
he studied at the "Torah and Knowledge” Yeshiva and at the university - mathematics and physics.
His place of office is in New Jersey.

His full name in Hebrew is Yehuda — Yoel - and in English Joel Louis.



Physics and Human Rights:
Reflections on the Past and the Present

Joel L. Lebowitz

Max von Laue was exceptional
g leading scientists in his
behavior during the Nazi period
1933-1945. “While many
respectable scientists yielded to
political pressure... Lauc was
neither to be threatened nor
bribed into subservience...Laue
was a great patriot... but [his
sensc of justice] was even
stronger.... To all of us minor
fig the very exist of a
MAN of Lauc's statue and bearing
was an enormous comfort” [1].

hank you President Bradshaw,
Tl’rofcssor Freicsleben, and

members of the council of the
DPG, for establishing this program
of von Lauc lectures and for invit-
ing me to be the first speaker. I feel
very honored but also very cons-
cious of the responsibility involved
in talking not about von Lauc's
scientific work, which would be
easy, but about memorializing his
courageous humanitarian stand
during the Nazi period. As I wrote
you, Prof. Bradshaw, it is my hope
that establishing a memorial to von
Laue by the DPG will not only
honor a great physicist, but will
serve as an inspiration for scientists
now and in the future to stand up
for the humanitarian idcals which
we all share. I will try, as best as [
can, to further that goal.

Keeping that in mind, my talk
will focus on the moral and social
responsibilities of scientists then
and now. While the problems facing
us today are certainly very different
from those facing von Lauc and
others during the Nazi period, the
basic moral issues are unchanged;
in fact they are cternal. We can
therefore still learn much from von
Lauc's principled moral response at
that time, a response which distin-
guished him from many of his con-
temporaries.

I wish I could say that von
Lauc's moral stand came from his
being a scientist: a Nobel prize win-
ning physicist. Unfortunately, that
is not the casc, as is clear from the
very different, less honorable cour-
se followed by most of his scientific

colleagues. To quote Einstein: “We
must not allow ourselves to be sur-
prised if the scientists are no excep-
tion (in the great majority) and if
they are different, it is not attributa-
ble to intellectual capability but hu-
man stature, as in the case of Laue.
It was particularly interesting in his
case to observe how he tore himself
loose step by step from the traditi-
ons of the herd under the effect of a
strong feeling of justice.”

This quotation is from a letter of
Einstcin to Born in 1944 [2]. In fact
Einstein was already so discouraged
with the way intellectuals, inclu-
ding scicntists, bechaved during the
first world war that in 1917, while
living in Berlin, he wrote to a friend
in Zurich, “How is it at all possible
that this culture-loving era could be
so monstrously amoral? More and
more | come to value charity and
love of one’s fellow beings above
everything clse.... All our lauded
technological progress - our very
civilization - is like the axe in the
hand of the pathological criminal”
[3]. Later, in 1949, he wrote “My
scientific work is motivated by an
irresistible longing to understand
the secrets of nature and by no
other feelings. My love for justice
and the striving to contribute to-
wards the improvement of human
conditions are quite independent
from my scientific interests” [4].

What I would like to do in this
talk is to argue that even if that was
the case for scientists in the past,
the history of the twenticth century
shows us that such a scparation
between our science and our mo-
rals is not only undesirable but also
very dangerous. Instead we need to
find a way to combine our scicnce
with moral principles, both for the
sake of our own souls and also for
the sake of the future of humanity.
By developing a moral vision inspi-
red by science and applying it to
our actions we can hope to avoid
repetition in the new century of the
horrors of the last one. | would like
to argue further that scientists, who
contributed much to those horrors,
have both special responsibilities
and special opportunities to take a

leadership role in creating a better
world. To quote from a 1981 state-
ment by Andrei Sakharov (he and
Einstein are two of my “heroes”):
“Because of the international na-
ture of our profession, scientists
form the one real worldwide com-
munity which exists today. There is
no doubt about this with respect to
the substance of science: Schrédin-

ger's cquation and the formula E=
mc? are equally valid on all conti-
nents. But the integration of the
scientific community has inevitably
progressed beyond narrow profes-
sional interests and now embraces a
broad range of universal issues, in-
cluding ethical questions. And I be-
lieve this trend should and will
continue” [5).

Sakharov wrote this statement
while he was in exile in Gorky in
1981. It was smuggled out and read
at a meeting in honor of his 60th
birthday in New York to which, of
course, the Soviet authorities did
not permit him to come. I would
like to extend Sakharov’s statement
about the special role and responsi-
bility of scientists by again quoting
Einstein. “Although it is true that it
is the goal of science to discover
rules which permit the association
and foretelling of facts, this is not
its only aim. It also seeks to reduce
the connections discovered to the

llest possible ber of mutual-
ly independent conceptual ele-
ments. ... whoever has undergone
the intense experience ... is moved
by profound reverence for the ratio-
nality made manifest in existence.
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Link to one of the articles written by Prof. Joel Leibowitz on the subject of human rights

https://cmsr.rutgers.edu/images/people/lebowitz joel/publications/physicsandHR. pdf




Prof. Joel Leibowitz in 1975
and in 2004

Congratulations, Prof. Leibowitz, on your impressive
achievements!

Wrote the leaflet: Ruthi Fixler.
For comments: ruthfixler@walla.co.il
Thanks to Gita Berkowitz for helping with the English translation



